CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen we are sorry for the.delay owing: to..the fact that
Mr. Stgrim Singh is still ill end im wisble to come to work, but we will
proceed as.we did last Friday, and hope by tomorrow, if Mr. 'ugrlm Singh

'}

is still ill, we will have a riplacement.

MR. P.N. SINGE: I ask that I be granted leave to enter appecarance at this

late stage and that I wouid be watching the interest of the displaced

psrecnse.

(reLmlss10n granted for Mr. Singh to appear on behalf of the
displaced paruons)

RAMNARACH "I‘;\IARJ SWORIN IN

CHAIRMAN: R nacace, whewe do you live?

MR. £7° 4ROO: I live at Cumberland Canje.

CHAIEMAN: +hat is your occupatvion?

-

MR. BT.;APU: 1 am not working.

CEAIRMAN: Cen you say on the 25th May where you were living?

MR, 2T#ARU: Half & mile from therec.
‘ou
. : < 1y
CHATRMAN: “hat work/did there?

Y Sl

FR.ETWARU: Shop proprictor and farming.
CIATRMAN: How long :ave you haen at Wismar.
MR.ATWART: About twohand a half years, sir.

CHAIRMAN: Wnet was your r:lationship with the people at Wismar?

-

MR. BIWAPU: Taere were more Africans thzre than Indicas. Je lived om

o~ . S

good terms.

manmmim  Saat happened on the 22nd, z.ird, 24th and 25th days of Maya
E M ' ":LLML"'”‘

v.¢ 25ih vay, I saw some boys walking arcund my place sond

Ay
-

I saw Cprpora} King snd I wreported the matter to him.
CHATRMAN:  Yes.
N\

MR. ET4ARUs - He went to the boys.and scarched them but he did not find

A
-anything on fhemo

<

BHATPHAN:  Would you kindly speak up so thiot everybady can hear. 1,

You sazid you reporue* the matfﬂr to Corpcral King. What thon?

/MR. BTJARG:.
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MR. ETWARU: I asked for protection and he said thot cverything would bHo
alright.

CHATRMAN: Yes? +hat kapprendd? Can you say what he told you?

MR. ET9dA: He told me that he would send four Voluptcers to give me a
regular check up, but they never came.

CHATIRMAN: Yes. How Tar was Corporal King?

MR. STWARU: As he wos specking to him there we heerd an cxplosion about
half 2 mile away.

CHAIRMAN: Yes?

MR. ITWARU: Then he left me and went to the cxplosion.

CHAIRM:&N: Yes?

MR. ITWARU: Then I continued to open my business at 7 a.m. as usual.

About 8 o'clock one of my cousins camc running.

-

CHATRMAN: What's nis name?

MR. BTWARU: Ramsaré&i ind he told me they werc beating Indians and

burning places down by the market place. I then startced toclose my glace,

end by the time I was finished, I ran upshairs and saw a crowd about a

hundred. They came up to my zlace, some of them went to my neighbour

James Barker, and threw his housc off the blocks, after they were

finished they came to my place and they started to stone my windows aond

told me to come outszide. I did not come outside; they broke the paling

and came into the yard and broke open the shop door, and started to loot

the shop. 3Bertie Williems wes the first person to bring out a carton of
[67) -

Cariation milk, and cverybody startad to fetch out. B4 the time the

fellow nzme Tarzan Frank troke open my kack door, and he came in the hcuse,

he tool th: exe and raised it into the air.

CHATRMAN: How meny people?

MR. BTW4ARU: Six of us. My wife adopted son, Sidney., Perssud and Kuondal.

Kundal begged them not to chop us with the axe, he took the axe and threw

it outside. He went to my small bedroom took a blanket and hang it on the

rafter, he then threw gasolene and lit it afire. While he was doing that

~another fellow was fetching out the clothes and searching for money. After

/thec...
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the house started to burn they ran outside and zll of us had to run-into
the yards I had zbout two hundred dollars in my pocket, the people
searched mé and took away my money. They took my wife's ring from her
finger.

MR. SHEPHIRD: You say they, ¥, I don't understznd.

CHAIRMAN: Who were they?
MR. ZTWARU: Some were Africans.
CHATRMAN: You don't know any of them?
MR. ETWARU: Not by neme. They started to follow, my wife ran into tho
latine and the others ran into the fowl pen. As w2 were there they ceme
with sticks and started to beat us.
CHATRMAN: Who?

A
BR.ETWARLTE 217 of them, sir. The first to pclt twe bottle was Daman,
his father works at the boat landing and cooks for the prisoners. The
others started to begt me. I got injuries on my head and the rest in
my back. Sugrim also had his hand broken, Kundal h:zd plenty cuts on his
head, whilst some were beating me th2 others were beating my wife. They
tore off her clothzs and searched her for money, efter they did not set
money they took a knife and cut off her hair.
CHATRMAN: Yes?
MR. BETWARU: Aftér I got my hand broken I decided to run aond catch the

‘&gLAwix&,L

statiggt. As I was going I met the animal protector Rosarg.

CHATRMAN: The R.S.P.C.i. official?

MR. STWARU: When he saw rc¢ coming he ran in the house and hid, so I
decided to try to catch the Station.

i — . Qowku d
MB, HOPHIRD: Did Reeamg run into his own houss'to hide? -
MR. ETWARU: Not my house. He ran into his own house. Wwhile I was going
to the station several negroes met me and kicked and cuffed me. Well I
went to the hill foot and met police Martins, and I asked him to take me
to the station.

CHAIRMAN: Do you know this policeman?

/MR. ATWARU:...
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MR. BETWARU: Yes sir, 6329. He fold me that T have to wait, and that our

A b i As A 47T

Premier is the cause;of_this, and we have to get morec. He then handed me
3 v

e S WS ety e S+ T
e e
RS
——

over to a Volunteer, who_took me to the station. Sergeant Chelmers was

cerrying me to the boat-landing, and he asked me if I do not know who
beat me, and I told him yes. As I reached the hoat landing, I noticed

’ 2l Q),A Y LJ f&\v« =
*hﬁ-mﬂn"nnﬁ“hW*hpiﬂlbamon and took him to the station. I then went to the

hospital but I never heard anything about the matter on tothis day.
CHATIRMAN: You went across to Mackenzie?

MR. BTWARU: Yes sir.

CHAIRMAN: What became of your wife?

MR. ETWARU: Well, I left her and the Voluntesr went to her rescue. She
wgs in hospital for five days.

CHAIRMAN: Whet would you. estimate your loss to be?

MR. ETWARU: $8,l%5.

CHAIRMAN: Which includes your housc.

MR, 8TWARU: I had two houses sir, and everything in the house was
destroyed.

CHATRMAN: You estimate your loss to be $8,175 which includes two houses
on lease land, and your stock and household furniture. You also had a
farm, what was the value of it?

MR. ZTWARU: Yesi At the time I value it for about $1,000.

CHATRMAN: That includes plantains, eddoss, etc.

MR. ETWARU: The plantains are actually ripe, but I cannot go to reap
them. I had a house insured for $2,000.

CHATRMAN: Did you get that insurance?

MR. ETWARU: No sir.

CHATRMAN: Were you insured for riots?

MR. ETWARU: No %ky. IMire insurance onlye.

CHAIRMAN: Your stock was not insured?

MR. ITWARU: No sir, just one building.

CHAIRMAN: Now, was your wife hospitalized?

MR. 3TWARU: 3SHe just got treatment and she wn»3 sent to Georgetown.

/JCHATRMAN <. .



BHATRMAN: What is her neme?

MR. ETWARU: Ivy Etwaru. 3She also had treatment in New Amsterdam hospital.
CHATRMAN : Cén you say what injuries you had. Where is yoﬁr wife?

MR. ETWARU: She is at Berbice.

CHAIRMAN: Is she coming to give evidence?

MR. ETWARU: No sir, she is not coming.

CHAIRMAN: Where is she ot the present?

MR. ETW.RU: She is at Main Strezt, Cumberland.

CHAIRMAN: That is eall.

MR. SHSPHERD: Your real name is.
MR. ETWARU: My name is Ramnarash Etwaru.

MR. SHSPHERD: You come forward to ack:nowledge the heln your and your

family received frem the volunteers and the policemen. Did they carry
you to the station?
MR. WIJARU: Yes sir.

MR. SPHoRD: That is Saturdey or Monday?

MR. 3TWARU: On Monday sir.
CHAIRMAN: There ware lots of trouble.
MR. ETWARU: Yes sir.
pLArd
COERGN: What happened to you méxt?
VMR. ETWARU: He-just carried me to the Police Station.

\ L“{
Cé%&éﬁﬁﬁ: Your wife was carried across the river and was trested by the

doctor at Mackenzie Hospital.
MR. &TW.RU: Yes sir.
ot ¢
~Gh=dt ¢ And you pointed out that you saw a man by the n.. ¢ of Damon

rushing to you.
MR. ITWARU: Yes sir, he threw a bottle at me.

Las A
CHATRMAN: He was taken to the police station?

Yes.
; u&¥1 » s

MR. CARTSR: You were in your house,. your relative z-friend?

MR. ETWARU: My uncle Sir.

MR. CART®ER: Was he taken to thes police station also?

/MR. ETWLRU:. ..
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MR. ETWARU: Yes, he was taken along with me and my wife by the Volunteers
end Police ?o tho Police Station. He was hospitalised five days at the
Mackenzie hospital.

MR. CARTSR: You lived well with the people?

MR. STWARU: Yes, because most of the people buy from my shop.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you notice any strangers in the crowd. Were they

people who lived there. Were you attacked at Wismar before?

MR.ETWARU: No sir.

PROF; DRAYTON: You said that your hand was broken, =re you sure that it
wes broken?
. DWTARU: Yes.

PRO®. DRAYTON: Who told you that?

MR. ETWERU: Dr. Roza or Dr. Kleutky.

PROF. DR4YTON: Can you say which one?

MR. ETWARU: I don't know because I was unconscious.

PRO™. DRAYTON: You know the police 6329." Do you know him quite well.

MR. ETWARU: Yes.

PROF. DRAYTON: What precisely did he szay to you?

MR. STW.RU: I told him that my head was bleeding and he said that you
2ll Premizr was thzcause of that, and that you have to get some more

licks. B

PROF-+~DRAYTON: When he handed you to the Volunteers what interval elapsed,

he told you about your Premier, etc. etc. then handed you over to the

Volunteer?

MR. BTWARU: Ten minutes.
. Ly

\RPIR ‘ék’&id not see your wife, what is her name?
Iy
MR. ETWARU: E&%eeX"Rammaresh

MR. PPN. SINGH: Why did you ask for protection?

MR. BETWARU: Because I saw thz other place was on fire.

MR, P.U. SINGH: .At the time you have already seen the place on fire.

MR. BTWARU: Yes, that was the night of th: 25th of May.

MR. P.N. SINGH: And the place was getting tense and the houses were

already burnt.
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MR. 8TWERU: Yes sir..

MR. P.N. SINGH: Now did you give the names of Brindley William and Frani

to the policemen.

MR. ETWaRU: Yes. I also told them that I know the person and not. by narc.

MR. P.N. SINGH: You also told them that you knew the persorSey—person and
not by name. Did you know the person whe-g¥re your 1Ems?= :
MR.ETWARU: No sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Néw did you know any of the persons who robbed you?

MR. BTWARU: No sir, I really can't tell you.

MR. P.N. SINGH: You said that you knew the people pretty weli.

MR. BTWARU: Yes.

MRS. MOOTOO: Mr. Etwaru you soid you went to the house of the R.3.P.C.A.

mane.

MR. LTWARU: When he came towards me, he ran and hid in the house, so I
(e

did not go to mect him bacause I think’ he would not help me.

MRS. MOOIQO: When you were being bzaten end looted did you see any
policemen or voluntesr.

MR. ETWARU: ©No.

MRS. MOOTOU: When .and &after something happened to you, did yo.. make =y
report to the police station?

MR. EI¥ARU: I could not go to the police station.

to~epat

ammmmmmyy = 10U did not £ any other wayy $o—,o0 to the station.

MR. BTW:RU: No. i pa i o 6\pL‘# “dﬂ°°7

—————————
- —_ ———

ALBART JAIR:M sworn states:

'I.A./U<

CHAIRMAN: You are a Govermment Dispenser qualified working for Government?

WITNZ33: Yes sir.
CHAIRMAN: ‘Whers do you live. . .,

LAfaA<¢N4-¢m
JITNESS: Well I am presently residing at Wismar.

CHAIRMAN: On 25th May, 1964 you were at Wismar?

JITNS33: No, in Georgetown. I travelled on the night of th: 24th.

JCHAIRMAN:. . .
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CHATRMANs You left Wismar on the night of the 24th. You are married
and heve a family.
WITNESS: Yes.
CHATRMAN: You left your family there and travellad. And where were you
on the 25th, at Wismar?
WITNESS: I returned on the Friday night.
CHATRMAN: T haven't got a statement from you. I don't know what are your
duties at Wismar. Have you a record of the number of people injurad?
WITNES3: No, I don't have because I didn't get back till ths Thursday
night. I left on the night of the 24th May and returned the following
Thursday, I didn't treat anybody. I returned on the Friday niecht.
CHAIRMAN: You have a list of the number of desths in the area?
WITNESS: No. -
CHAIRMAN: You are a Government dispenser makine records of the deaths of
the place.
WITNESS: Yes.
CHATRMAN: You are supposed to be the registrar?
WITNESS: Yes. I never rzturned to duty until the Friday. And on the
following Monday I was advised by the Ministry of H,alth not to return
back the following Friday.
BHAIRMAN: After ygu left on the 24th of Mey did you go back to Wismar?
#ITN3Z3S: I went the Fridey night. I reached thire about 10.30. I went
to the District Commissioner and telephoned to the police station becausc
I heard they broke and entered my house. I asked the Sergeasnt if I can
go and he said no because the place is under curfewe.
CHAIRMAN: Do you have any knowledge of the number of people who dicd on
the 24th and 25th?
WITNESS: No. I can tell you what I heard

CHATRMAN: You acted for whem? >/0"

HIRNESS: Mr. Alleyne.

//CHAIRMAN : .
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CHAIRMAN: He is still there? You don't know whether he is still the
dispensar thers? I

WITNESS: Yes.

CHATRMAN : Would he have any records of the number of deaths?

VITNESS: Y@,

CHAIRMAN: Have you brought any statement or any record or official
documents or so?

WITNESS: No, because I had not been the registrar then.

CHAIRMAN: I don't know why you were summonad. Is there any evidince you
can give to the Commissioners besides what you have alrsady given?
TTNESS: No. I saw three houses wer2 on fire, two at Wismar and one at
Christianburg.

CHAIRMAN: Was there great tension in this area?

JITNASS: Yes there was tension.

CHAIRMAN: What time you reached Georgetown?

JITNGS.3: I would say abcut 12.30.a.m. on the 25th.

CHATRMAN: Now did you try to.contact any responsible o.’ficer of the polic
to say what you saw of .the houses and that therez was tinsion in the araz?
WITNESS: Well I went back on the Thursday.

CHAIRMAN: I am not talking about Thursday. During your stay in Georgetown
£oF The rest of the night did you say anything about the houses you left
on fire at Wismar? You said you saw threc houses burning and there was
tension in the area. Did you try to sec any rasponsible officer?

WITNESS: Honestly I didn't tell anybody. I did not take it for amything.
CHAIRMAN: Now you never said anything during the whole time. WNow you say
you didn't take it for anything. Do you think thaﬁthe houses wera just
being burnt because of personal spite or just a gensral feeling =a2gainst
Indians?

WITNSSS: I didn't have emything in dew until when I received a message
that there was tension in the ar:a.

/CHATRMAN ;
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CHAIRMAN: What do you mean "tension in the erea"?
JITNESS: Well there were bickerings and gossips that there would bz a
flare up here and there in the area.

CHATRMAN: You came down to Georgetown. You are Governmen€<;;;;§sgfficer

CHAIRMAN: You did nothing to communicate the fact to anybody?
JITNZS3: No sir.
CHATRMAN: Nothing more.

MR. P.N. SINGH: I would like to ask you a gquestion. You said you could

ffeal the tension before you left. TYou had heard bickerings.
WITNZSS: Bickerings and so forth.

MR. P.N. SINGH: From whom did you hear these bickerings?

WITNESS: I heard on Saturday about 1.30 p.m. Banga Mery discussipg it.

MR. P.N. SINGH: With whom was he discussing it?

JITN#ESS: With about four other men.
MR. P.N. SINGH: And whers was 1t beine discussed?
WITNISS: The Alumina restaurant.

MR. P.N. SINGH: I see. . Did you hear any bickerings th..t places were beincx

set afire.
JITN:ZSS: ~ No. I heard thaﬁtrouble would start soon.

ER. P.N. SINGH: Now when you sap|these fires didn't it come to your mind

that trouble would start soon?
JITNISS: Since during the strike, thers was always trouble.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Beforz this night were any places burnt?

WITN=SS: No.sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Were any people beaten? You have heard conversation

that trouble would flare up and having seen the fires of the three houses
at one time. When did you hear about your house being burnt?

WITNESS: A few days later.

MR. P.N. SINGH: How long was the house burnt bsfore the news reached you?

JWITHESS ..
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WITNESS: I was travelling in a steamer when I heard that my houseSwas
kurnf.llVV{:éL

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you tell anybody about this burning?

WITNESS: No. I did not take it seriously.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Where were you at that time.

WITNESS: I was at the Bases.
CEATRMAN: Speak upe

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you protect your house?

JITNZS3: No.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you inform the police that you wore leeving your

premises unprotected?
WITNESS: Yes, I told Sergsant Chalmers.

MR, P.N. SINGH: Oh you told Sergeant Chalmers!

YITNZS3: Yes sir, I told him.

MR. P.N. SINGH: You s&id that your house. was stoned. Can you say how long

that was?
WITMRESS:  About three weeks ago.

MR. PPN.SINGH: How many times did this happen?

WITNSSS: Two timesw

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you report this? Was it reported on both occasions?

WITNESS: = Yes sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you receive any co-opsration?

WITNSS3: No sir.

MR. SHEPHZRD: I wish to ask a few questions on this point. When jyou said
you asked for protection?
JITNiSS: When my house was stoned.

MR. SHIPHARD: You said that the Police and Voluntecrs were keewing duty

at the District Commissioner's Housec.
WITHNESS: Yes they wirce.

MR. SHEPHIRB: You kmow that at Wismar there are ebout 20,000 souls living

thare?

JHITNGS 24.e
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NITNESS: I beg your pardon.

MR. $13P:43RD: Do you know that there are about 20,000 people living in

the VWismar area.
WITN.:S3: Yes sir.

MR. SHEPHARD: And you know that ther.. are many houscs and shops and not

an insignificant number of Govermment bulldings, but you did not ask for
personal protection for your premises?
WITNESS: Not durinz that crisis.

MR. SHEPHSRD: Did you asgree that the Voluntesrs and Police patrol passed

your house and Government Dispensary before the prisent crisis.
WITNESS: They will have to pass theree
DR. DRAYTON: Why did you leave Wismar?

VITNZSS: Because I receivad a teleph.one message that my dsuzhter was ill

DR._DRAYTOK. When you heard Bansga Mary and four othoers discussing the
possihility of the disturbances at Wismar, this was ths Saturday? Did
you mention it to anyone what ‘you heard beine discussed?

WITN:ESS: Yes, I mentioned it to the Village Overseer.

DR. DRAYTON: Did you mention it to any Police official?

WITWESS:  No. )
DR. DRAYTON: You being dispense¢r and registrar of birthland deaths in
the district, and yet you say you didn't mention it to anyone? I am
certain that you would like to help us a2s much as possible. When you
promised last week to brirg the records here today, werz you not certain
of obtaining them?

WITNSS3: Well,last week nobody was there, I said I was going to see
about the records.

DR. DRAYTUN: You did make this promise?

DR. DRAYTON: But you visited the area and didn't make any efforts to
collect the records to help the Commission. Did you not promise Mr. Beeki.

last wez2k?
/WITNESS: ...
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JITNESS:  After thinking over the matter I didn't think it was wise.
DR. TRAYTON: You mean Mr.Jairam that you had not gone over.the matter
seriously?
WITNESS: I did not think it was necessary for me to collect it, it was
not in my district.
CHAIRMAN: Did you promise Mr. Beekie that you will go to Mackenzie and
get the records for todey. But you didn't do that?

RBV. MCZONALD: As Dispenser and Registrar of births and deaths and you

didn't turn over the records? ¢y Cx«j2f-v*” 3

CHAIRMAN: You say that you wers in charee of the records up to the 24th
May. Did you know subsequently if any rccords were made.

JITNZSS: I can say frankly no.

GIATRMAN: Could you say frankly if you know about any deaths that occurr.d
during the Wismar-Christianburg-Mackenzie @e&*.cﬁ5‘fn~lgg_<_,ﬁ.

L-l"t't.“ ol

Wis'i533: I should know, also the Registrar thore.

CHAIRMAY: Do you know the name of this man?

ATTNZSS: Yes. P.I. Alleyne.

MRS. MOOTO0: Do you know the four others who were speaking to Banga Maz—-
Would you recognise them?

o

WITNESS: I §ée one “of them.

MRS, MOOTOO: Do they belong to Wismar?

AITNESS: I should say yes.

MR3. MOUTOO: You know the other ones' names?

JITNESS: No.

MRS. MOOTOO: You know where they work?

WITNISS: T just went in to the restaurant to purchase something. I

don't know.

DR. DRaYTON. Mr. Jairam, what time did you get toGeorsetown on the Sunday
night?

WITNESS: About 12.20 a.m.

/DR. DRAYTOH:...
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DR. DRAYTON: Now, when you reached Georgestown did yoé}nform anybody of
what' you had heard?

JITNESS: No.

CHAIRMAN: You didn't tell anyone that yoﬁcannot produce these documents.
Your conduct is not vary impressive.

Hay»h-u_ Swiema :VL""’L‘\».
CHATRMAN: Where do you live? o

MANGREE Sworn states: I live at 120 Williamsburg,_Corentyne.
-CHAIRMAN: You used to live at Wismar?
WITNZSS: Yes. ["irst Alley hill top.
CHAIRMAN: What work you usad to do?
AITNASS: I am a huckster.
CHATRMAN: You h%d a stall at the Wisrar market?
WITNZSS: T had two stalls.
CHAIRMAN: Now, on Sunday the 24th May around 5 p.m. you wer: going to
tl:3 stall near the police station. Did you hear usnything?
JITNASS: Yes sir, I heard one Brummel and Campbell w:re talking.
CiIRIIAN:  Yes,what Qid they say?
WITHG3S5: Campbell and Brummel used the word thit no Indians cannot stay
h2re tonighl, they will run them rass, amd Brummel us.d the word saying
"ssou are talking Fbout run them rass, you arc going to sec what ue are
goinz o do with them, we erz going to kill them". I s ood up c#ainst
a cart waiting for my grandchild, then Campbell used the word saying
that we are going to take Valley of Tears first, and then when he
turned back, Brummel looked at me and laughed. He then walked -~way.
I then left to g0 to the police station, and I meet Hr. Battersfield
who is the police. He asked me "what did you come for Manecree" I said
{uat I came 10 make a report thzt I was going to Georgetown, which I
always do. He then asked me when I was coming wack, and I say Monday
. S

He said 0.K. and I then left to catchk the Saear launch and
I came to town.
CHAIRMAN: Did you tell anyone what you hserd Campbell and Brummel

speaxingz?
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JITNESS: Yes, I told the constable and he told me something else. He
did not take any regards to what I said. |

He did not pay any regsrd to what you ware saying?
WITNESS: No sir.
CHATIRMAN: Did you go back to Wismar?
WITNESS: Yes, 1 left Georgetown on Monday with the launch and reached
¥ismar et 7 p.m. One Barton and a Voluntesr boy came on the launch and
told me not to go home, go to the police station. I then went in the
stetion yard, and there were many people in the yard, so many that you
could not get =zny path to walk. They wers mostly Indianse. 1 then put
the child to stand near the stationsteps, and one Voluntevr boy told me
not to go up and I tame down back. Two white men from Mackenzie told one
of them take the microphone and speak to the peopls, telling them not to
go outside stay in the station yard, and the boy did that.
CHAIRMAN: Did you have your own house up there?
JITNESS: Yes, I lived there since 1941.
(loondi&N:  You had your own house; one house?
WITN3SS: Yes one house, I am a taxpayer.

CHAIRXAN:? You pay.tax?

CHATRMAN : Transport land?

WIMNSSS: No sir, lease land.

CHATRMAN: What is the vaiue of your stall, furniturs, house, etc.
AITNESS: Well, the stall and house I value at #7,500.

CHAIRMAN: Did you zo to see what happened to them?

WITNESS: Well after a few wecks, I went to Mr. McGill Smith and asked
him if I could go to see my place.

CHAIRMAN: Did you get to go back?

WITHESS: Yes sir. When [ went my house was burnt down, nothing was left.
CHAIRMAN: What about your stall in the market?

{IINSSS:  Weli the stell was tharé.

/CHATRMAN: . .
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CHAIRMAN: What about your stock?
WITNESS: They broke into the stall and took away some of the stock.

MR. SHEPHZRD: The two Volunteers helped you on Monday night.

WITN=S3: Yes sir.

MR. SHEP ZRD: They told you to go to the Policz Station and not home.

WITNESS: Yes Sir.

MR. SHSPH RD: These two Volumtecrs probably saved your life.

AITN2S3: One by the name of Barrington sir, I do not know the name of
the other.

MR.SHEPH=RD: These two Volunteers probsbly saved your life.

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. CARTSR: No wuestion.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mrs. Mangree, you can step down.

che
MR. SHEPHSRD: Before the resumption I should mcke an obszrvation on the
é‘fa/v A
position of the inquiry so far. May I'make the comment concerning the
CLDV““ABQ\baaﬂquartars. It is not necessary to point out fiat Sathe-firat—aisee
: ol B o, Rl lle pe a7 ged
little has been dongN he Commission a%d-little effort has been made tc

assist you. Tne building :llotted for the use of the Commission is hizhly
r wiele
unsuitable.; The.accommod::tion is far from satisfactory and there are no
J . 's A"’JM
{q CDMM a O~ U ..L_(

v
. ) 1
private entrances so thst mﬁﬁg?rgfggia_are accosted on tﬁg;; way up by

A BurEio ¥ P N v odao '&(EM‘
people who wish to give evidence before ygu. I know how difficult is the 4, %1
A, deindrege Vs P R ol ey v

task you have here znd I may-say—that it has~been—se in the case of the
A é,j*l 2N ﬁanmi-<4,a_«7
last witness. Thensware official recordsfgegardinq the manner in which
A0 ae
statements are to be treated in the circumstancesef this sort. Crthe
P ainees ¢eae m\lk_ UL R Cobvt~~ ¢
where 1T appreciated the persistence of the people so rfar to contact the

persons concerned with the proc:zedings and by taking such statements. 1
x,g,'i PR R
should wish also to draw your attention to a statement in the Sunday
(; ,’,‘ ey vrv\/\-(

Chroniclg}V\The Premier, Dr. Cheddi Jagan, yesterday accused the Governor,

Sir Richard Luyt, and the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Peter Owen, of using
all their powers and resources to destroy the Govermment while employing
! e
“r‘ e Laoiiy xf"E;' o

gvery subterfuge to help the opposition. In a rclease from his office

/denouncinﬁ
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denouncing the decision of the Commissioner not to institute prosecution
proceedings against persons alléged to pelong tqjhe so-ialled Eeg?lgi%;
National Congress "terrorist organisation”, the Pr:micr d;;Iared_”I an
not surprised at the decision. It follows the discriminatory pattern

of police action which has accounted for so many breakdowns of law and
order over the last three years and in which the events of Wismar are
the most horrible and the failur=s to assist the American newsman who
went to the rescue of a defenceless girl last Sunday night is only the
most recent.”

Noting that in 1963 there had been evidence to support conspiracy
charges against 25 persons, Dr. Jagsn declared that the two year long
investigations héd tended to "diminish rathsr than increase" the
evidence and charged that had the Governor actinz on the now banned

terrorigt report detained a large number of oeople at an early stase,

"many 11ves" would have bsen save q I have to leave this statement.

2103 ) -
a- A B, Mg MY s &=,

with you'and would like, Mr. Chalrmﬂﬂ to hear from your own 11r° wasther
!/

{5

v :‘ ” : ¥

the stateman*ts attributed to the Premier are true Sils) thb'
¥ P \AV“'U 3:- %

end prejudicial to this 1nqu1ry. gge statementﬁis T

~

Lo
Waue &5 N2
q“‘-“»( ‘-.‘ B

Commission's dignity andw.was calculated to detract from the *“nch @it st

! Ean F:H

3 2 i
menbers. The statement is highly discriminatory and should never have ™ QT (-

beeﬁ riade wnhile the Commission is sitting.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Shephérd the Commissioners ar: very grateful to you
for bringing this article to our knowledge and I myself personally did
not notice it. ,We intend to take appropriate action. However, I must
point ocut now it is not unique for such thinze to hoppen. In the

” e L\-F?/A/:.u

Ovening Post dated November 18th, 1964, the last paragraph reads as
LA

follows: "No one will try to deny that such assaults did in fact take
place but to say that they wersz done with the connivance of the police
and voluntecrs is a wicked lie. o

MR. SHEPH:RB: I take it the Daraﬂrqpn of the Evening Post is from the

q ‘I e 5 4 ,1%‘”'6
editorial but the article read was an official relzass allesed to be made
A

by the Premier himself.
/CHATRMAN : . .
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-‘ " by 22.11-6&

4
5 Rty L) o

i prst House, Demerara Bauxite Company.
i;gﬂéigﬂgﬂg And where did you live?

A “‘:v-_‘%‘ s, ) %‘*r
| MITNESS: At 372 Jekama Circle, Mackensie.

“:‘T{CHAIRMAN: On the 25th May did you see anything there?

Well on~the 25th of May when the fire gterted I was working.

<

. . CHAIRMAN: When you saw the fire?

BT EAn mmmn 0 ) 1 ] 1

%3
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CHATRMAN; Whél_";e"‘ 'Waéf:;rour wife at that time?
T = ; B L oA ;

L Sl = SRR et M
J‘IITNESS‘. vMyl_. e 1ef’c the house and went away to the Trade School. Then

we' weret taken 'to Georgetown- the Tuesday morning and about one 0 'clock to

“>.

Plantat10n Industry. I s+eydthere un‘tll the last day of June. [Then on

;:ent to the offne, I see ‘Mr. .and Mrs. Fraser. . He.sald.l could

3PSl "
% AN o ?‘«
e K : ,«

go- back. ¢ ,anc}f-wo;‘k.; I went back o .start to work on that day.

—_ I
.WI‘BT*{ESS. Wel] Y work' Tue sday—, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.

M :. Where did you ssey?
gteyed :
WITNESS: We],l.I sizy ‘the 'S days..at the Guest House.

CHATRMAN: Did you visit your home?
WITHNESS: I went back b my home.
CHAIRMAN; What Idid you see?

WITHNESS: Nothing in the houses

' CHATRMEN: What happened efter? ) i
{ . ; .Illo¢£ﬁ7 }D QCtk'JOLT.

WITNESS: . Well I started to workfrom Moxdage=be—-Tirraday .

i "+ CHATRMAN: '-Yes? ; . ' )

WITNESS :. I noticed when I went to the front step to escape I saw a crowd

2.

_of negfo boys.e TNY

.~y CHATRMAN: Yes. Qci=tha .
’j_‘l‘NFSS ‘S0 I told my sor. what are we going to do nows '

CHJLT.RMAN_: " There.was no escape at' the £ront -door neither at the backe f

%ﬁm What happened’f}«y >
. i. y . ):‘.ﬁ‘ P i
NI’"EXI'ESS. The last’ I cgouid have remembered that I was beaten, and I belicve I =

e unconsc:.ous. . >

., CIIAIRMAN You helmevegw u-an MC«WCAW o

)

WI rT“\TESS Yes Slr, L vas unconscmus.

8 ¥
“ 3

: PR
C‘HAIRMAN What lleJU.I‘ie“ you. sufferg\&?

transfe .
iy oicll
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WITNESS: I think I spent three weeks at the Mercy Hosiptal and then I went ;
home, and lést week when I went back for a check up, I was told that I kfoélitf
have to undergo another operation.

CHAIRMAN: Did you go back to your employment?

WITNESS: I wasafraid to go backe

CHAIRMAN: What wes your loss?

WITNESS: I: dont think I cese

CHAIRMAM: How much was your loss?

WITNESS: The house was not mine. It does not belong 10 me. But I lost
about $3,00Q in furniture, wares, utensils, etce.

CHAIRMAN: You estimate jour loss about #3,0CC.

WITNESS: I have some papers here I think it would help.

CHAIRMAN: Okay!' I have alrzady taken your estimatc¢. Thats all.

MR2 SHEPHERD: Can you give me the name of any of the people that were
beating you?
JITNESS: I can't remember who they were, but they were ifricsns. Youug
boys about 18 to 20 years of age.

Could you have seen a crowd when you were standing at your
window?
WITNESS: Yes. ¢

Mt. CARTER: | You said that Fraser took yourself and other friends to the

Mc Kenzie Hospital. Was he in e¢harge there?

MR. CARTEk: Did he make several trips in the night?
WITNESS: Yese

MR. CiRT&ER: Did he do the same thing to the other employees?
WITNESS: Yes but dvring the night.

Br6 P II. SINGH: What happened the night?

WITNZSS: I spent the night in the Mc Kenzie hospital.

MR. P.N. STHGH: How long did you work there?

& ; i
N S5 A
SAITNESS I worked there for 22 years.

- /MR. P.N. SINGH:...
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MR. P.N. SINGH: On the 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th were you aware that

there was a curfew on?

_MR. P.N. SINGH: Do you know what is the meaning of curfew?

WITNESS: TYes.

MR, T .N. SINGH: Where were the Volunteers and patrols?

WITNESS:: There were none at all. They were st Mackenzie. gkngﬁ&&yp.s‘ 9
. saw soldiers once or twice and sometimes none at all.

MRS. MOOTOO: You are sure that there were no Voluntesrs or Policemen?
JITNESS: Only soldiers.

MRS. MOOTOO: How did you happen to go back?

JITHESS: I got a letter from them.

MRS. MOOTOO: They wrote to you?

¢ 1 -

MR5. MOOTOO: Because they wrote to you you thought it was safe to go becl?
WITNZSS: Yes, when I was finished working I went straight home.

MPQ. MNamN): Did Demba assure you-that it would be alrizht?

WITNESS: No one told me if it was safe or note.

MRS, MOOTOO: They sent you a letter. Have you ; copy of the lettei
WITHESS: T_got it hgewoet, 4 W L ~ R Lo

MRS. MOOTOO: You came to Demba and aslkdfor a job?

WITNESS: I askdfor a job.

DR. DRAYTON: How are you earning your living?

JITNBESS: Social Assistance sir.

DR. DRAYTON: which hospital were you taken to?

WITHESS: Mercy Hyspitals

DR. DRAYTON: Which doctor were you checked by?

HITNESR: Dr. Searwar.

IR. CARTER: How long did you remain at the Mercy Hospital%

WITNESS: Nearly sbout three weeks.

You didn't pay that bill? N

WITNESS: Demerara Bauxzite Compahy paid the bill. J
TSR CERTER.

A
k%
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MR. CARTER: Do you know if the Demerara Bauxite Company paid hospital
bills for everyone injured?

WITNESS: One Hassan Jdmwas near me, but I doa't know who paid his bill.
k}ou@oa- K£~r*~ 21151&. G &allc~wv 2

CHATIRMAN: How 0ld are you?

HASSAN KHAN (Witness): Bight years old.

CHATRMAN: Do you go to school?

WITNSSS: Yes. Sans Souci Methodist School, Wqkenaam.

CHLIRMAN: In May month you used to attend St. Aidan's Anglican School?
What class were you in?

JITNESS: First standard.

CHATRMAN: What are your parents' neme?

JITNESS: Bibi Alima Khan and IgﬁhaI\Khan.

@HATRMAN: Where were you living at Wismear?

WITNESS: Valley of Tears.

CHAIRMAY: You used to go to school, at which session? Morning or
afternoon?

WITNESS: Afternoon.

CHAIRMAN: On Monday 25th May, 1964, yo rself ana who were at home?
WiLHESS: My brother.

CHATRNMAN: “How oldWas e 4

ﬁITNES%: Nineteen.

L 4PWAN: What did you $ee happen at that tims.

WITNESS: About 7 o'wclock.

CHATRMAN: You saw what?

WITNESS: People were rushing to our house.

CHAIRMAN: You knew aay of then?

WITNAS3: Yes. Five. fassa, Cedric, Neville, Francis and Edwardd.
(BEATRMAN: What did they do?

JITNESS: They broke open the door and came inside the house.
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CHAT RMAN ¢ Only the two of you were home? Where was your mother?
YITNZSS: My mother was in the shop, and my father was at work.
CHAIRMAN: What happened?

WITNESS: I hid under my father's bed..

CHAIRMAN: You saw what was happening?

WITNESS: People came in and threw gasolene in the hall,

CHAIRMAN: Black people?

WITN 3SS: Yes. My brother ran out and €assa scratched the match and
lightad the house afire.

CHAIRMAN: Then what happened.

JITNZSS: My brother ran out, Cassa scratched a match and 1it a fire.
CHAIRMAN: You saw your brother run out of the house?

JITNES3: Yes. -

CHAIRMAN: What happened to him?

WITNESS: The other rest of people surrounded the house and when hs ran
out they held him and beat him.

CHAIRMAN: What happened to you?

WITNDSS: Nothing happened to me.

CHAIRMAN: You wsre still under the bed?

T g Lok Rk ard
JITHESS: I ran out and I saw them hold him, and Rig "o 173 i A1
CHAIRMAN: What did they beat him with?

JITN3S3:. A paling stave.

CHAIRMAN: Whet did your brother do?

AHITN=SS: Cassa lashed him on his head.

CHATRMAN: And what happened?

AITNESS: He fell down end they started to beat him.

CHAIRMAN: More than one of them?

WITNESS: Yes, more than one.

CHATRMAN: And what did you do?

WITHESS: I hid under the bed when they started to beat him. The crowd
left end went to onz Paul's house. ﬁ

/CHATRM i .
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CHAIRMAN: And then you ran out from your house and where did you go?

WITNESS: To_Watooka.

CHATIRMAN: What happened to the house at this time?

WITNZSS: The house was burning.

CHAIRMAN: Now you went to Watooka and you saw your father, and there you
told him what happened? Did you see your mother?

WITNESS: Yes, I saw her the same day.

CHATRMAN: What time?

WITNESS: About 7 olclock the night.

CHAIRMAN: Where did you see her.

JITNESS: At the Trade School over at Mackenzies

CHAIRMAN: You stayed at Wgtooka and then you were teken to & white man's

-

house?

CHATRMAN: And there you stayed until the night, and then you went <o the

Trade School?
L
MR. SHEPHZRD: When Richard was beaten and fell down, did you see a

policeman come and tcke him away?
JITNESS:  Yes.
MR. CARTHER: 7You say a policeman took Richard awey. In what? A jeep?

WITNESS: No I did ‘not see that.

MR=C#RTER: Did you go to the policeman?

WITHESS:  No.

MR. CART:Hit: Where did you go?

JITHASS: I ran at the back of the house end ran up the hill, and went
to my grandmother.

KR, CARTZR: What is her name?

AITNESS: I de not know.

MR. CART#R: Where did she live? Was she at home?

WITNESS: She lives in Little Alley. She was not at home.



3]
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MR. CART@R: After that where did you go?

WJITNESS: Tongckenzie by bhoat.

MR. CARTZ:i: Did you sez any crowds on the road?

WITNES3: I saw a lady and she béxed me.

MR. CARTER; Did anybody else do you anything?

WITNESS: No.

MR. CART®R: Did you see any roliceman or volunteer on the road? Did any
of them talk to you?

WITN®SS: No, they walked away from me.

MR. CARTER: Did anybody help you from the time you left home?
WITN&SS: No.

MR. CARTZR: Whose boat you crossed on?

WITNESS: Mac's boat.

MR. CARTZt: Mac took you over.

MR. CARTZR: The other people on-the boat were they Indians?
JITVESS: No. Negroes.

MR. CARTER: Were you the .only Indian on the boat?

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. CARTER: Did they do you anything on the boat?

HI?NES§: No.

MR. CARTHER: You got on the Mackenzie side and you went to look for your
father. Where does he work?

JITNESS: He was coming home.

MR. CARTZ¢: Did you meet him on the road?

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. CARTZR: Where did you sleep that night?

HITNESS: At a white man's house.-

MR. C/RTER: Do you know his name? Was he a Cenadian?

WITN&SS: Yes, he was a Canedian.

/CHATRMAN: . ..
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CHAIRMAN: He brought you down the next day to join the boat?
WITNESS: Yes.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Besides Cassa, you knog the names of the other boys who

beat your brother?
WITNESS: I only know five of them.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did Cedric beat him too?

WITNESS: Yes, all of them.

MR. P.N. SINGH: %Who did you tell this to?

JITNESS: I told my mother.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you tell your father?

WITNESS: No.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did enybody offer to teke you to the police to tell then

that these five boys helped to beat your trother?

PN e
CEAIRMAY That is all.

r\ WITNESS: No.
) DR. DRAYTON: Was there any policemen when your brother Richard was beantess -
JITNZESS: No. Later the policemen came from the police station.
DR. DRAYTON: Where they came from?
WITNESS: They came from the police station.

DR. DRAYTON: 'They were not present when he was beaten?

\Q*JWI%N§§§: No.

TEN) G, kL. G— T
CIATRMAN to new Witness, INSHANALLY KHAN, after he was sworn:
Where are you living?

WITNSSS: I am living at Black Bush Polder.

CHATRMAN: What work you are doing there?

WITNESS: I am doing tailoring.

CHATRMAN: On the 21st May you were living at Wismar?

WITNESS: Y.s sir, at 125 Wismar Housing Scheme and I had a business
at lot 14 Silver Town.

CHAIRMAN: You run ths business?

WITHSSS: Yes sir.
JCHATRMAX ;



CHAIRMAN: Are you married?
WITNESS: Yeé sire. I have three children.
CHATRMAN: On the 21st of May, 1964, did -anything happen?
WITNESS: On Thursdey the 21st May between 4 o'clock and 5 o'clock I saw
Robert Jordan and some other men walking on the public road at Wismar with
a newspaper in his hand. He was showing the people about the two familge,
who died at Buxton, telling them that look the uLast Indians cre¢ killing
up the Africans at Buxton.
CHATRMAN: Whet did you say; it was on Thursdey? Are you sure?
JITNS3S: Yes.
CHATRMAN: Wow enything happened on Thursday or the next day?
WITNZSS: Well he pgsked the negro peoplie what they are doing about this.
4 #all negre fellew cams into.ay bS;me Zout 680 the evening iata my
—shep and told me that he was very hungry, and if he can't get something to
eat or he would kill up the coolie so-and-so, at Wismir. I then close my
shop: I went to the police station and made a report to constable Fraser.
I then return sweme-{o my §torea
CHAIRMAN: What happened on Sunday?
AITN#ESS: On Sunday sbout 7 p.m. I was at home at 125 Wismar Hjusing
Scheme. I saw five to six houses on fire et Wismer Hill. I then became
__ frighten and I locked up my house znd slept. On Monday about ".30 a.m.
L iﬁ:ﬁg my home and went to the shop. «hen I went down thers I saw the
streets full with negro men and I became frightened. . I didn't open my
store the morning. About 9 o'clock the said morning I went to John
Mohamed business place about 30 rods from my plece and asked him to use
oo Lrin

his telephone which I did sd. I then rcng S.M.H Bac:hus to inform the

-~
Home Affzirs Minister what was zoing on uﬁfhsrz. I then 441 hin about
ﬁl-a P""V‘.M-
9 to 10 houses were sect on fire znd one blasted est-ni~ht unich wus Sunde,
night, and they were boating the Indian people while they wore walldlng on

the road. \ f

JMR. SHIPHRD:...



MR. SHZPH.RD: I didn't hear that.

JITNESS: Beating Indian people while thay were walkinz on the road.
I then lett John Mohamed premises and want back to my store and after then
I went upstairs at D'Asuiar Bros. with the men 2nd spend a good time there,
During the time I spent there I saw one Mf. Subryan going across to Mac-
kenzie on Dutcheegboat landing. Some men beat him and throw him in the
river. About 2.30 I then decided to walk back a? the school to catch ths:
) d
police station. When I went to the police station I went there and.masi
Mr. Hobls and tola him that I got some important papers and other things
at my shop if he can se¢nd a policeman with me to et them out. He told me

P
that there %s no time for that now there is only time for seving lives.

(o ¥
I then left and met Sergeant Archer,\Volunteer Serzeant, and told him also

]

o~
and I met\Volunteer soldier¥.£oth of them told me the same thing thet thers

is no time for tha{ but it is only time for-sevins lives, and after that

I left there and met Sergesnt Chalmars/and told him tht my wifz and threc
children are up at th: housing scheme whire I am living, and I would be
grateful if he could take me there to rescue them. He then told me to
nold on awout ten or fiftéen minutes when the police jeep comes. He tocl
m2 up with the jeep, and he brousght down my family to the station compound.
CHLIRMAN: From this house that you have ur the hill, her. you went?
WITN=S3S: From the station compound after vse came down about 7.30 to 8.00
e went over to Mackenzie Trade School.

CHAIRMA&: Now the house you had in the Housing Sishemz, was that your

own house?

WITNSSS: I bousht it on a hire purchase scheme from the Government.
CHATRMAN: And the store?

WITN:#S3: I rent that from T. Prashad.

CHATRMAN: How much is your financial loss?

WITNESS: Between 10 to 11 thousand dollars. I have one more thing to say.

Before the disturbances I was coming down to Goourgetown by the R.E. CARR

/about.
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about a month before I saw Mr. Ross and a Corporal of the Police [orce
end Harris from Wismar and some other fellows discussing in the R.H. CARR
I heard Mr. Rous say don't beat and kill the Indiens just pull out their
nails and teke out their eyes.
CHATRMAN: Who is Mr. Ross?
WITNESS: He is a steward on the R.H. CARR.

e
CHAIAMAN: Yes Mr. Shepherd?

MR. SHSPHIRD: No questiosns.

MR. C4RTIR: No questions.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Just one question. When you made this report to P.C.

Fraser what did you tell him, and what did he do?
JITNESS: He enter the report in the report booke.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Nothing else?
WITNUSS: He told me that he would keep a c¢lose watch on them.
ia e Pody, e o PP -H Cor.

CHAIRMANj Corporal Joseph?
WITHESS:

1533 ' Yes.

DR. DRAYTON: Mr. Khan, you said that you saw Mr. Robert Jordan?
WITNESS: Yes.

DR. DRAYTON: How many people were there?

WITNESS: About nihe to ten people.

DR. DRAYTON: - About 4.30 to 5 o'clock? What was the total number?
AITNESS: Yes! That was all I saw.

DR. DRAYTOH: What was he doing?

WITNiSS: He was riding.

DR. DRAYTON: 7You said that you saw Mr. Jordan riding and a2t the same
time reading a newspaper? Hpw did he menage this?

WITN®SS: Well, he rode a while and then he stopped and read something
from the paper.

DR. DRaYTUN: Do you know whet he was rcading?

WITNGSS: He was reading of what had happened at Buxton.

/DRy DRAYTON:..
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DR.. DRAYTON: About—how-manyroda_¥uag he eway? Could you ha¥e ssenr him?
WITNZSS: Hé was about 10 to 15 rods awey. I saw him.
DR. DRAYTON: Are you sure he was reading about the fzmily at Buxton?
WITNXSS: Yes sire
DR. DRAYTON: ﬁut the femily at Buxton did not dis until the Friday. Then
how could he be reading of that family on Thursday.
JITNiIS3: I do not know sir.
DR. DRAYTON: You saidthet he was riding.
WITNZSS: Yes, he was riding.
DR. DRAYI'ON: Did you sce him on Thursday.
AITHESS: Yes. 1 sz2w him on Thursdey.
DR. DRAYTON: Did you sue Mr. Ros§?
JITNZS3: Yes, I ssw Mr. Ros®.
PR.DRAYTON: Whet did he say?
WITNGSS: He said that "you must not kill the Indisns but dig out their
eyes and pull out their nails".
DR. DRAYTON: Did anything like this happen on the 25th May?
WITNZSS: No sire

DR. DRAYTON: Thank.you. That's all.

REV. MCDOWALD: You. said that you complained to Mr. Hohbs and after

=4

receiving no satisfaction; you went to Sergeant Archer, and then later

to Mr. Wishart to ask hﬁgi to zet some papers and other things at your

shop and they did nothing. This was during the confusion. You later
eomplatied to Sergpent Chalmers to rescue your wife and children. 4*~*l““lL&\
BRY- N0 M'd')-/b Mf«r’7,

WITHESS: Yes, that was s0.

CHAIRMAN: That is all Mr. Khan, Thank you very much.

Gl oley

CHATRMAN: Call Mr. Relee Singh.
(new Witness MR. Bhels. SINGE is sworn im—by the Chairman)-
CHAIRMAN: What is your name?

WITHBSS: My name is @ ¢, Singh.

/CHAIRMAN:...



CHAIRMAN:  what is your occupation?

WITHE3S: I am a general merchant. L busincssnian.

CHATRMAN: You live at Mon Repos, Bast Coast Demaragra,

JITNSS3: Yes sir, I do.

CHATRVMAN: You used to live at Wismar before 25th May, 19647

WITHISS: Yes, I did.

CHAIRMAN: What work you u;@d to do?

WITNESS: I had an amalgamated businesse

CHAIRMAN: You hed your business szt Wismer?

WITNESS: Yes sire I had a business at Wismar.

CHATRMAN: Whet do you usually sell im your General Stora?

JITNESS: Hardwere and othor items.

CHAIRMAN: On the 23rd May, 1964, when you were at Wismar, what day was 1t?
WITNESS: It was a Thursday svening.

CHAIRMAN: What happened?

WITHESS: 4bout 4 p.m. I saw one Mr. Robert Jordan. I know him personally.
He is‘gzropresentative ﬁ@r%he Demerara River. I asked him if I could
spealk to hime

CHATIRMAN: Yes.

YJITNSSS: EHe said”that he}fgivery busy but he would speak to me for a few
minutes. He told me that he wanted me to save some time to speak to the
people o&i;iatform, telling tham that they must teke note on whet Dr. Jagon
is doing. He said that Dr. Jagan sent people to kill Mr. and Mrs. Sealey
at Buxton.

CHAIRMAI: Yes.

WITNASS: And that I must go now on the platform and tell the Indians
about the situation of tho country and what Dr. Jagan is doing. I said
what is your euthority to tell me such things, 1 said plesse repeat dif
you can give me any authority, I would tell them, but without any authority
T would not, and moreover you know many prominent Indians, Why don't you

Gl

tetr’them, who are living in Georgetown? He said ‘I had the privilege of

/hearing...
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hearing you at several neetings, and you are the person I/Felacted to go.
He then said alright if you don't want to go when the negrocs o&hthis
ccuntry start killing in this country then you would know. +dhile he was
speaking to ﬁe, I was in compeny with Harry Seegobin and Tezr Singh. We
were discussing about business, Mr. Jordan then went his way. Around

8 p.m. that very evening, I saw Mr. Jordan on the road 2gain oprosite my
business place. Af the same time I saw he police jzep driven by Police
Constasle London, with Sgt. Chalmers in it. The jeep “tompad awhile and EZL OLﬂLw
askallr. Jordan if he would like to have a 1ift. He said 'no'. As he hagi‘
to go and give some orders to his boys on the other side. That is what
transpired on that evening, while on the following morning he was in my
vicinity. )

CHALRMAN: Which vicinity?

WITNZSS: Silver Town area. Mr. Jordan was still din the district.
CHAIRMAN: Did you watch the whole night?

HITNESS: Yes, I was awaken by my family late the next morning.

CHAIRMEN: EHow large is your family?

WITNESS: Tour. My wife, daughter; mothur-in-law and myself. They woke mc
up and told me they heard people crying outside the Wismar market. I went
to the shop to cl9se the windows which my wife had openad, then I rushed
out Qqﬁhe roads I stood up watching the peorle.

CHATRMAN: This was what time?

WITHES3: About 8430 to 9 o'clock. I saw hundreds of men on the street.
They started to loot persons who wire selling on the roadside. I got
afraid and fan back.. I saw an fmerindien man passing in the river. I
hailed out to him. He was travelling in a canoe and he came back. I
begged this man to take my wifve and family to a place of safaty,

HATRMAN: Did he do so?

JITNESS: Yose When I came back to my shop I heard someone shouting

'Mr. Singh look they just kill your two children, and have then at the

Police Siation's I didn't see them there, but when I cams to the wharf

I saw my sons washed in blood.

/'
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CHAIRMsN: How old arc your two sons?

WITNESS : One 34 and the other 40.

CHAIRMEN: Were your sons living with you?
WITN3SS: No, they ere not living with wme, they have their own business
places.
CHATRMAN: What happencd then.
WITNESS: By the aid of the Police and Inspector Youns they were sent to
the hospitz2l. Then rceturning from the boat-house I was going towards my
business place wherz I was mobbed so I had to run to shelter ir the Police
Station where hundreds of other-people were. That was<around ten o'clock,
I had no time to take any meals or guther anything, I was kept at the
Police station. At eleven o'cloek I spoke to-Superintendent Hobbs, asking
him to give me an assistant to go and collect some of my belonzings.
Sperintondmrt Hobbs tald me thot he ‘eould not manase now, but later he
would try to send some with me. sgain about two o'clock I made another
requsst, the same thing was-told tolme. I was left sitiing at the Police
Station until four o'ulosk< I spoks to Sergeant Chalmers.IZEQis time the
placz was crowded with Indian people secking sheltor.

ATRMAN:  You spoke to Sergeent Chalmers? What did you say?

WITN.SS:~ I said 'look,two voluntesrs are bursting open my son's door.

e |

il Da

CH.IRMAN: What door.

WITNESS: The door to hig liviaow rterg. )
7 ooR RGN A N s < T B ERR I

o

/ WITNZ3S:: Sergeant Chalmers said he is rather busy, and he cannot send

anybody, but Volunteers are outside. I know one of the Volunteors who
was breaking my son's window.

CH&IRMAN: Do you know his name?

WITNISS: His name is Bcb Hope. I remzined quiet for a little while
hacause I got confused in secing that I was living so near to the
Police Station, and thes¢ ineidents are taking place on us. around

cight o'clock I beseeched Serge nt Archer of the Volunteer Force to

/allow..
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2llow me tolhnve sonicone to zo and et some of my belonsings. He bluntly
rofused. 4L few minutes after I spoke to another Corporal. I said I am
hungry and I have nothing to eat, would &ou follow me to my business place.
He se2id 'look I em teking this on my own risk as I know you, and I am

going to follow you with smother Private'. The two Voluntears followed

me to my business place, as soon &s we reachad my business place I saw my
business place openad znd a man by the name of Hackett wzs in my shop.

One of the Voluntecrs held Hackett while I had no chance to take up any-
thing because they said we must hurry to the Station. So I secured the
doors and windows and went to the Police Station where @ Police.Consteble
by the name of Bgharry took a statemsnt from the Voluntecr.end myself. When
we saw Hackett on’the premises he had a tin of zasolens in his hand. That
was the end of the 25th. And I was the last person to be taken over with
the Voluntezr to the Industriel School 2t Demba,. where we were kept for the
night. The next day was Tuesday. iround two o'clock we were asked to
board the R.H. CARR.

CHAIRMAN: Now, before yocu left did you see your building burning or was

it still standing?

WITNZSS: That one is ‘'still standing, but my other buildings on the hill
were burnt the next day.

- CHATRMAN: Was'that your own building?

WITNESS: All belong to me, I had thres buildings in all,

CHATRMAN: How much you v:iluad your loss - stock and building that was burnt?
WITN.ASS: My building, when I was deciding to sell it, I refused 38,000
because I value it at $12,000, and my belongings about 21,500, leaving

out my stock and trade at the waterside.

CH+IRMAN: How much is that?

WITN2SS: Well ny stock is valued about $1,500.

CHAIRMAN: You had an insurance?

WITNGSS: No sir. When we boarded the R.H. C4RR, I asked the Captain to
2llow me to stop at the rlace to pick up my family and my request was grented.

Where I had sent my family the previous day.
-
/CHAIRMAN: . .



CHAIRMAN: Are your two sons still alive?

JITN3S3: They wera hospitzlised a2t Georgetowa ond Mackenzie hospital.
CHAIRMAN: How lorg did they spend at Meckenzie?

JITNIS3: One spent about two months and one spent about four wesks.

MR. SEAFH.-RD: Your name is =21so Richard Low, how old are you?

WITNTSS: Yese 1 em 69.

MR. SHEPHERD: You are a fine chap for your age. How tall sre you about

6! ftEe?
NITHESS: I don't know.

MR. SH3Pd3RD: You have a family of four?

WITNR3S: Yes sir.

MR. SHUPHIRD: You wor: 1m0t injured?

WITNIS3: No.

Mr., SHSPHZIxD: You had an escort of Voluntgsrs to take you to your business?

HITNS3S: Yes sir.

MR, SHZPH3RD: 4nd you were tzken.by the Police or by the Volunteers across

to Mackenzie and to the Trade Sehool?
WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. SHSPH RD: You end your family arrived safely in Georgetown. You are

a very arataful nan.
WITWSS S: When you say grateful what do you men, Mr. Shepherd?

MR. SHZPHiRD: Because you are 69 years old, six feet tull and you are

quite upright and strong, and you did not suffer.

WITNZSS: I was grateful for that time only.,

MR. SHEPHuRD: Now on Monday thire was confusion in Wismar~Christi:nburg?
WITNGS3: Yes.

MR. SHSPHARD: You made several appeals to the Police for assiastance to

rescue your property?

WITN2SS: Yes.

CEAIRMiN: Were you surprised when the Police arrived at your propoerty?
WITN3SS: o

/MR . SH3PA RD: .
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MR. SHIPH_RD: Did ths voluntecrs arrcsst Hackett when he was found in

your shop?
JITNESS: They took him to the Station. :

MR. SHZFEERD: Hackett was arrested and tzken to the Police Station.

SITNESS: Yes.

MR. SHiPH:RD: Did the police take a statement from him?

JITNTSS:  Yess But they did not charge him and he was not punished. He
was allowed to go free.

MR. SHEPHiRD: - Thire were two Volunteers in your son's house?

WITNSSS: Yes.

MR. SHEPHERD: How meny people were at your son's houss breeking the

windows? -
JITNISS: The Volunteers were breckinsy the windows:

VR. SHEPH RD: How many people were living in that house?

WITNZESS: My daughter-in-law, nmy son, and two children.

MR. SHEPHRD: Do you know for what purpose they were breaking the house?

WITNESS: No, [ don't know for.what purposc.

Tk yen demdA N 40 1o B oo

MR. SHIPH:RD: -You-wenrt—for—thoms

WITNESS: Yes.

o ‘Q\,(,._OL "&M-&v-’ W%-w .
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MR. SHAPH ®D: About-what time? Sy 12;(,_.[ A Ml
e o

hW
WITNESS: Abeut-Four vtcleek=on=Menday.

MR. SHEPHERD: Were they living in-this-house?

WITNESS: Y s.

WVMW‘."‘
PRSI i You saw fthem with Khaki uniform?
HITNESS: Yes.

MR. SHiBPHERD: Was there anybody standing about?

WITWESS: Yes, few people were standing there.

tw
MR. SHEPHZERD: @wythis point ef-gress-oxaminztion I have no instructions
;Lv_, 2t A
shout- the Volunteers ro$=the Police &nd I cannot gqucstion the witness

further. I should wish to do so at a later stage when I have the nscessary

information.



. WITN38S: Please sir, will you permit me to go on further?

MR. CLRTE i: May I ask you just one quastion? You were complaining about
being hungry did you get anything over a£ Macksnzic?

WITNZSS: l am grateful to the people of Mackenziec. I had plenty to eat.

$N~ IR—CART R ¢ Wr. Singh was it the Thursday or Saturday that you saw Robert
Jordan.

WITNZESS: I saw Mr. Robert Jordan on Thursday the 21lst.

DR. DRAYTON: What do you mesn when you asked Mr. Jorden ‘what authority

he had'?

WITN SS: This is what I meant Someone woutd come and tell 'me anything

n%%k/ Ad ~¢L~ﬁ/
and want me to o and do something they like and Robert Jordan teld~mpe—se—
I C~std Qr. M wu Vel geoma

afmféé-a&u*t—dU‘:friike

DR. DRAYTON: Did he tell you on the Thursdzy afternoon about the murder

of Mr..and Mrs. Sealey?

WITNSSS: Thursdey afternoon? I've forgotten the date. I make an apclogy

for that sir.
DR. DRAYTON: When the two Voluntecrs took you to your business place did

you racover your belongings?

WITNESS I had«no time to recover my belongings. I just had time to 50

back and I pick«hﬁ nothing at all.
o . W Ve IS}

DR. DRAYTON: You had been asking for somebody to help you to go to—your

place with you since 11 @'clock in the morning till 8 o'clock in the night?
You had been asking for somebody to go wisth you to your tusiness place to
get your belongings and when you were taken to your place you returned

without anything?

WITNESS: No, I saw a man in the place.

DR. DRAYTON: Was he looting?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

DR. DRAYTON: But did you collect year’belon,lngs that you wentzsd to collect?

WITNASS: No.

/DR. DRAYTON:...
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DR. DRAYTON: What did you want to collect?

WITNESS: My clothing, my jewellery and money. Bowever éir I hadmo chance
to pick it.up.

DR. DRAYTON: Well I am just asking you because if you want into your store
why didn't.you pick up your belonzings? Where did you kesep your jewellery?
(TN i3S: Under a drawzr =t the counter.

DR. DR&YTOH: Couldn't you have picked them up and put them in your pocket?
WITHIS3: I couldn't spare any time that was the position. If you wers in
my place you would have done the same.

DR. DRAYTON: When did you g2 to Wismar?

WITNSSS: On the 17th October, 1957. I was employed 2t the Security
Department for fowr and a half yeafs at Demba.

DR. DitAYTON: You had no business at that time?

WITN=3S: Wo sir.

DR. DRAYTON: 4&nd your total loss you estimate at #13,000?

JITN=SS: Around that sir.

MRS. MOOTOO: Mr. Singh did you hear about Mr. snd Mrs. Sealey before

Mr. Jordan mentioned it?

WITWSSS; No.

MR3. MOOTOQ: ©Neither in the newspaper?

JAITNESS: I donot know, I cannot say, but that was the first time I heard
it from Mr. Jordan.

MRS. MOOTO0: After that did you hear about what took place before or after
the 24th?

WITNTGSS: At the Industrial site in Georgetown, someone mentionad about the
Sealey's death on Thursday the 2lst.

MRS. MOOTOO: Now about this son who was in hospital.

JITNTSS: Victor end Walter were hospitalised because they were beaten.
Both of their hands and legs were broken. I went t;a=aécand time to Wismar.

oA

MRS. MOOPOUT You didn't give that in your statement, what time was this?
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JITN 5352 fround the second waek in June. I went back there by police
escort to my busincss premises. The business was there but all the goods
were taken away. Nothing was left.

Gl v~
MRS. MOQTOC: So you returnad?
WITN:DSZ: No, I spent four days in making inquiries to see if I could have
got my belongings. With the Corporal's help I found one of my refridgera-
tors, and I am grateful to the police and that was the only belonging that
I found.

.m'

MRS—HMOOTQ0: Did you bring it back with you?
WITNESS: Yes.

CHATRMAN: Any quastiomns arising out of that?

MR. SH3PHIRD: No-questions.

i

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen the Commissioners would like you to know the last
date for submitting statements or memoranda would be up—to Saturday 28th
of this mowxth. After that date we‘would not be able to accept statements
or memorenda. We shall procced with what we have. We now stand adjournsd

until tomorrow.





